Remember child

By Capt Shannan Starling

Add sy Operaribons Group

|.h.'5|1i1|: the existence of laws i all 30 saies
requirig the use of cor safely seats or child
restruwints devices, many children sull die m crashes
each vear while riding m motor vehicles

Thess deaths are prnimaorly due to bws things
the child being mproperly restramed or not
restrnined at all. “Mot restrained”™ 13 defined as the
child freely moving or cravwling arourd in the back
seat, Law enforgement oflicers are cracking down
on vielators with stiffer penalties o address this
F:-r\-.:-'l'-h:nl Faremts sometimmes don't mstall car sears
properly or they use tee wrong car seat for the
child’s sizg

Here are the rules of uyimg and using a car
seal,

First, purchase a seat that fis the vehicle's seat-
belt system.

Secomd, the car seat must be the cormect size fon
the child. The box contams mstruchons that give
the specitications semeons might nesd. Thaed, if the
car seal i3 older than 6 vears old, replace it 113
Iikely 1o b worn ot amed won't prowide adisgquate
resirain.

I1"s critical to properly positbom the seats,
Aldthough these seats ate designed for o child’s sale-
ty, they work properly if they are comeetly
mistalled. & study conducted revealsd that 30 per-
cent of ¢hild car seats aren’t properly mstalled.
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safety seat laws

Ihere are about 70 different models of car seats
installed in thousands of different cars with distinst
back scats. Consider these guestions and answers
when installing a car seat.

Is the child buckled in properly?

Pull the hamess wndil it's snug, and the plastic
|.'|:||'l apg al armpal lewel. The atraps should be flat
and not twisted. When buckling the child into the
car seal, compensate For clothimg,

Is the seat buckled properly?

Check the owner's manual for the car and safety
seal Thread the seat belt cormectly through the cir
seal Tighten the seat baell progarly

Alway s check the conliguration before each
Lraj.

When can a child use a seat belt?

A child can wear a n_'|_z|||.'|r seathell when the
ghisinleder bazli |.'|:. % acrngs the shoulder, ot neck
[he lop belt must he bow across the ip, ned stom-
ach, Knees should bend easily over the adae of the
vehicle sezats, I the child doesn't it the car's seat
belr, keep the chikd in o safery seat

Rermember that traffic accidents are the Jeading
canse of death for children 14 vears of g anid
vounger. However, properly wed child seats cul in
half the risk of fatal injuries

Call 731-AADD for
Airmen Against

Drunk Driving help
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